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Abstract

Khitan Diela Tribe was the native tribe of the Yelii Abaoji, first emperor of the Liao dynasty,
and one of the significant tribes during the early Liao era. Due to the important role ever played by
this tribe in the historical transformation of Khitan society, scholars of Khitan history have been
paying attention to it. In Chinese historical documents this tribal name occurred frequently, and it is
assumed that it must also have occurred in the materials of the Khitan script. However, scholars
disagree as to which Khitan character denotes this tribal name and how it is pronounced. The author
first explores the character assumed by some to denote “#ribe”, then discusses the meaning and
pronunciation of the character in Khitan Small Script possibly indicating “Diela”, and in the light of
the newly discovered epitaph of Yelii Jue, ventures a phonetic reconstruction for the Khitan
character denoting “Diela”.

GRAZset: 010021 FFEHTRFHR 2355 NETRFEEFFFER)

(KX 5% BAY]

77



